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WHBIT  YOU  BMCK  OUT 

"Best  "black-outs  often  cost  the  least,"  says   

(Faine) 

(Title)  (Place) 

"So  if  you  take  it  upon  yourself  to  "black-out  your  house,   see  first  of 
all  what  you  can  do  v/ith  materials  on  hand.     Study  the  possibilities  of  the 
draperies  you  have  now.     Look  through  attics,  cellars,  high  closet  shelves  for 
usahle  materials  nov;  going  to  waste." 

  passes  on  the  following  suggestions  from 

Bess  Viemont  Morrison,   textile  specialist  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture's Bureau  of  Home  Economics. 

"Don't  try  to  hlack-out  the  v/hole  house.     Select  one  room  or  two  that 
are  the  safest.     Concentrate  on  malcing  these  rooms  'light  proof.''     If  you  use 
curtains,  have  them  4  to  6  inches  alcove  the  glass  and  at  least  6  inches  "below 
the  sill.    Allow  one  and  one  half  times  the  v.ddth  of  the  window  for  fullness. 
If  material  isn't  extremely  heavy,   it  must  "be  "black,  dark  "blue,  dark  green, 
very  dark  "brown,  or  the  darkest  red, 

"Old  "bedspreads,  "blanliets,  quilts,  old  carpets,  rugs,   sheets  are  some 
of  the  possible  materials  suggested  for  "black-out  use  "by  the  Office  of  Produc- 
tion Management." 

Dark  colored  shades,   shutters,  also  may  "be  used  for  "black-out  purposes. 
The  shades  must  hang  far  enough  out  over  the  face  of  the  window  casing  and  "be 
long  enough  to  pull  to  the  sill  v/ithout  tearing.     The  shade  cloth  must  he  closely 
woven  and  free  from  pin  holes  or  torn  places.     Shutters  v/ith  much  openwork  can 
"be  covered  vdth  waterproof  material — oilcloth  or  old  canvas  painted  v/ith  v/ater- 
proof  paint. 

A  man  handy  with  tools  can  use  scraps  of  l^jmher  on  hand  to  make  light- 
weight frames  that  fit  snugly  into  v/indows.     Covered  v/ith  oilcloth,  heavy  dark 
paper,  or  two  or  three  old  layers  of  sheeting  dyed  "Dlac'k,   these  may  he  slipioed 
into  the  window  at  night  and  held  in  place  with  turn  buttons. 

"There's  no  one  "best  waj^  to  achieve  "black-outs,"  emphasizes  Mrs.  Morrison. 
"The  "best  plan  is  to  study  the  type  of  windows  you  have,  the  material  you  have 
on  hand,  then  use  ingenuity  to  v/ork  out  a  system  that  is  economical,  effective, 
and  easy  to  manage." 
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